PATOL BABU

- Satyajit Ray
Summary:

In the story Patol Babu was given only a minor role in the film, as a pedestrian who was only
needed to collide into the main actor Chanchal Kumar and utter a monosyllable sound "oh”.
Nevertheless, his passion to the job drove him to work hard to give the best performance by
rehearsing himself. Eventually, he had done a terrific job and received praises from Chanchal
Kumar, "You timed it so well that | nearly passed out."; and Barren Mullick "Jolly good! Why,
you're quite an actor!" He felt very pleased with his performance and "a total satisfaction swept
over him." He thought that it did not matter whether he received any payment or not. "What
were twenty rupees when measured against the intense satisfaction of a small job done with
perfection and dedication?" Thus, he did not wait to collect his payment.

Patol Babu realized that personal satisfaction could not be measured and weighed by money. To
him, personal satisfaction is more crucial than material rewards. Ever since the beginning, Patol
Babu did not act in the film because of the money merely. In contrast, it was because of his
passion towards the job that drove him to act in the film. "I'll be paid, of course, but that's not
the main thing." He also knew that nobody would appreciate his performance as he is only a
minor actor in the film. Even though Baren Mullick praised him, he would soon forget about it.
"But all his labour and imagination he had put into this one shot--were these people able to
appreciate that?" However, Patol Babu thought that his own satisfaction was more salient. He
had proven his ability and talent in acting and these worked as a sort of motivation to him.

In the nutshell, personal satisfaction was more important than financial rewards and this idea
work as one of the main issues in the story.

SHORT QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. What for was Patol Babu wanted by the film production company? Why did
Nishikanto Babu suggest his name?
Patol Babu was wanted by the film production company to do the role of an absent-
minded pedestrian in his fifties who clashes with the hero of the film while the latter
crossing a road. Nishikanto Babu suggested Patol Babu’s name because Patol was in his
fifties and had a lot of acting experience years ago.

2. How did Patol Babu react? Why?
Patol Babu was greatly excited to hear the offer. He felt that his long forgotten dreams
were taking wings once again and that this small role would mark the beginning of a
great actor.

3. Why did Patol Babu abandon his factory job in Kanchrapara and settle down in
Calcutta?
While in Kanchrapara, Patol Babu had a job in a factory along with his stage programs



10.

11

and a little popularity as a stage actor. With an offer from a British company, Hudson
and Kimberley, Patol and his family came to Calcutta and settled down there.

Why had Patol Babu lost his first job in Calcutta?

Patol Babu lost his job in the Calcutta Company because the company suffered
retrenchment due to World War and the heavy loss that Britain suffered in the war.
What do you know about Patol Babu's days as a stage performer?

During his stay in Kanchrapara, outside Calcutta, Patol Babu was a well known stage
actor. He could not think of anything but acting. He was a known actor in jatras,
amateur theatricals and in plays put up by the club in his neighborhood. On countless
occasions his name appeared in handbills. If not exaggerating, people used to buy
tickets to see Patol Babu.

Why was Patol Babu very curious to know about his role in the movie?

Patol Babu was a meticulous man and actor. For him was his role than the fact that he
got a chance in the movie. He was curious to know what his role was because he could
prepare for the shooting.

Even at the age of 52 Patol Babu cherished dreams. What were his dreams?

Patol Babu cherished his fondest dreams of rising to a known actor in films. He wanted
to bring back his foregone glory as an actor that he used to be before coming to Calcutta
and his name to be the talk of the town once again.

Was Patol's wife very excited about his getting a chance in a film? Give reasons?

It seems that Patol’s wife wasn’t as much excited about his chance in a movie as he was.
It was because she had lost trust in his promises of rising to a star, long before. It was his
habit to count his chickens before they hatched and she knew from previous
experiences.

How did Patol feel when he was misnamed Atul Babu by Naresh Dutt?

For Patol Babu his name was much more than just a name. This was once a well known
name associated with acting and drama in Kanchrapara. When Naresh Dutt, the only
one Patol Babu knew on the shooting location, the one who had visited him at his
residence a day before and offered him his role, the one who was supposed to know
him unmistakably as Patol Babu, called him Atul Babu, Patol felt a bit of awkwardness.
While waiting for his part, Patol Babu didn't notice many things. What were they?
Why didn't he notice them?

For Patol Babu, a shooting location was new experience, a camera was just an
instrument on three legs, a hero was just a ‘boy’ whom his friends used to talk and a
director worth nothing more than a name. Patol Babu didn’t notice any of these around
him while on the location, waiting for his dialogue and his turn. He didn’t notice any of
these attractions because he was an actor, not a curious spectator.

. When and why did Patol feel that the film unit was pulling his legs?

While waiting for his shots, Patol Babu began to suspect Naresh Dutt and the entire film
set. He saw that none of them seemed to have taken any notice of the once great actor
Patol Babu of Kanchrapara. For some time he thought that he had been brought to the
location to be fooled with just a "Ha!" to speak in a single shot, to be called grandpa and
to wait for hours for his turn.
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Why did Sosanko, script in charge, say that Patol was the luckiest of actors?

Sosanko said Patol Babu was the luckiest of all the actors to be shot that day because
Patol Babu’s was the only scene that had any dialogue. There had been over hundred
actors in that film who played their roles without any dialogue. Most actors had their
roles played without having to walk or show their faces.

How does Patol Babu reconcile with the dialogue given to him? Or, Who was Mr.
Pakrashi? How did his words help Patol Babu in enacting his role?

PatolBabu’s dialogue in the scene was nothing but a, “Oh!” When he was told of this,
Patol felt belittled and his legs being pulled. But later, remembering the words of his
guru Gogon Pakrashi who advised him to accept any small role, however insignificant it
is. Mr. Pakrashi believed that the actor’s success is in squeezing the maximum out of the
role he does. Mr. Pakrashi’s words gave him the inspiration to reconcile with the short
role he was to do in the film.

How do we know that Patol Babu was a meticulous man?

Patol Babu’s success in acting was that he was a meticulous man. He was a perfectionist
in every field of his life, especially in acting. He went to any extent to make his role
perfect. His role of the pedestrian clashing with the hero in Baren Mullick’s film is a
perfect example for this. While doing his scene, Patol Babu didn’t see the hero Chanchal
Kumar, but another man playing his role against him in the film.

Why did Mr. Mullick turn down Patol Babu's request for a rehearsal?

Baren Mullick refused Patol Babu a rehearsal because he wanted Patol’s scene to be
shot before clouds gathered in the sky and obstructed a smooth shooting.

What were the special touches that Patol Babu gave to his role to make it more
authentic?

The meticulous Patol Babu did his own rehearsals over and over. He mixed...

Why did Patol Babu refuse his reward?

Patol Babu was a true actor, par excellence. He was tailor made for acting, drama and
even for films. He was an amatuer actor, so money was secondary important for him. He
loved acting, not money. He was ready to take any pain for acting but not for money.
Having acted his scene with great precision, Patol's mind was brimming with
satisfaction, so there was no space for of greed. He thought that it did not matter
whether he received any payment or not. For him the twenty rupees of reward, when
measured against the intense satisfaction of a small job done with perfection

and dedication, was too small.

What was the greatest reward that Patol Babu received for his role in thefilm?

Patol Babu did an amazing job and received praises from Chancal Kumar who praised his
amazing timing that nearly passed him out. Barren Mullick, the director exclaimed his
performance jolly good and went on to say that Patol was quite an actor! He felt very
pleased with his performance and a total satisfaction swept over him.



LONG QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. Patol Babu was a real star, unknown to the world. Discuss.
Patol Babu may be known as a stage actor or an unknown actor who did a twenty
second role in an unknown Bengali movie but his real worth is beyond ordinary sense.
His early days were the days of stage and acting. He had once risen to a local hero. His
audience used to consider him like a sensation. People watched dramas only to see him
perform. The real greatness of Patol Babu can be understood from the point that he was
a man of wonderful precision and dedication for acting. For him any role was a role. Any
role was a drama. Any role was a film, no matter he plays it short or long. With his little
scene with an insignificant "Oh!" as the only dialogue, Patol dug his long abandoned
brilliance and found a dozen meanings and definition of an exclamation, "oh!" He
invented different "ohs" with varying degrees of emotions attached to them. Thus, Patol
Babu was a great actor, the real star who performs his short scene with great dedication
and accuracy.



